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Honors Language Arts III 

Required Summer Reading 

1. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

2. Our Town by Thornton Wilder 

3. Carrie by Stephen King 

You are to read these selections before the start of the 2017-2018 academic year.  I have attached 

assignments for each of the selections as well as the dates they must be submitted.  I will follow the 

district grading policy as to late work which means that you must meet my scheduled deadline in order 

to receive the full credit for your work.  Please type all responses and submit them via Google 

Classroom by the established date.  If you need to contact me you may do so at: geoffrey.smith@ccsd.us 

 

Classroom Code: 

  f029q3 

 

Required Summer Writing 

 
In addition to reading the novels above, you will write your autobiography.  It must be 3 – 5 typed, 

double spaced pages in length and in MLA format.  Use the following questions to guide your 

writing.  Be sure to proofread for correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 

 

 

A)  Describe your family:  With whom do you live?  Write a description of each person in your 

family or household.  What things does your family do together?  What does your family value?  

How does your family celebrate? 

 

B)  Describe your education.  What schools have you attended?  What are your favorite subjects?  

What are your least favorite subjects?  How do you learn best?  What motivates you to learn?  

What types of books do you like to read?  What was the best book you ever read?  Why did you 

like it?  What are your educational goals? 

 

C)  Describe your interests.  What do you like to do in your free time?  What sports do you play?  

What kinds of music do you like?  Do you play an instrument?  How do you think your interests 

will contribute to your future career? 

 

D)  Describe your future.  Where will you be in 10 years?  What will be your occupation?  Will 

you get married?  Have children?  What will the world, and specifically, your world be like?  

How will you attain your goals? 

Due Dates 

 
1. Not later than Friday, June 16, 2017: Autobiography. 

mailto:geoffrey.smith@ccsd.us


 

 

2. Not later than Monday, June 19, 2017: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn assignments. 

 

 

3. Not later than Monday, July 10, 2017: Our Town assignments. 

 

4. Not later than Monday, July 31, 2017:  Carrie assignments.  This is the final assignment due 

date whether you are in a semester 1 or a semester 2 class. 
 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me via school e-mail, geoffrey.smith@.ccsd.us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
By Samuel L. Clemens  (Mark Twain) 

 
Biographic Information:   
 

mailto:geoffrey.smith@students.ccsd.us


Best known as Mark Twain, Samuel Clemens was born 30 November 1835 and raised in Hannibal, 

Missouri.  There he absorbed many of the influences that would inform his most lasting contributions to 

American literature. During his youth, he delighted in the rowdy play of boys on the river and became 

exposed to the institution of slavery. He began to work as a typesetter for a number of Hannibal newspapers at 

the age of twelve. In the late 1850s, he became a steamboat pilot on the Mississippi River. This job taught 

him the dangers of navigating the river at night and gave him a firsthand understanding of the river's beauty 

and perils. These would later be depicted in the books Life on the Mississippi and The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn. 

After a brief stint as a soldier in the Confederate militia, Clemens went out west, where he 

worked as a reporter for various newspapers. He contributed both factual reportage and outlandish, 

burlesque tales. This dual emphasis would characterize his entire career as a journalist. During this 

phase of his career, in 1863, he adopted the pseudonym Mark Twain, taken from the riverboat slang 

that means water is at least two fathoms (twelve feet) deep and thus easily travelled. His second book, 

The Innocents Abroad (1869), a collection of satirical travel letters the author wrote from Europe, was 

an outstanding success, selling almost seventy thousand copies in its first year. On the heels of this 

triumph, Clemens married Olivia Langdon and moved to the East, where he lived for the rest of his 

life. In the East, Clemens had to confront the attitudes of the eastern upper class, a group to which he 

felt he never belonged. Nevertheless, he did win influential friends, most significantly William Dean 

Howells, editor of the Atlantic Monthly.  

Clemens's first two novels, The Gilded Age (1873), written with Charles Dudley Warner, and 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876), a children's book based on his boisterous childhood in 

Hannibal, won Clemens widespread recognition. Shortly afterwards, he began to compose a sequel to 

Tom's story, an autobiography of Tom's friend, Huck Finn. He worked sporadically on the book over 

the next seven years, publishing more travel books and novels in the meantime. When it was finally 

published, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was an immediate success, although it was also 

condemned as inappropriate for children. The book draws on Clemens's childhood in Hannibal, 

including his memories of the generosity of whites who aided runaway slaves, in addition to the 

punishments they endured when caught. In fact, in 1841, his father had served on the jury that 

convicted three whites for aiding the escape of five slaves. 

In the 1890s, Clemens's extensive financial speculations caught up with him, and he went 

bankrupt in the depression of 1893-94. With an eye to paying back his many debts, he wrote a 

number of works, including continuing adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn. He spent his final 

decade dictating his autobiography, which appeared in 1924. Clemens died on 21 April 1910. 

 

 

Story Background:   
 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a novel by Mark Twain, first published in the United 

Kingdom in December, 1884 and in the United States in February, 1885. Commonly named among 

the Great American Novels, the work is among the first in major American literature to be written 

throughout in vernacular English, characterized by local color regionalism. It is told in the first 

person by Huckleberry "Huck" Finn, a friend of Tom Sawyer. It is a direct sequel to The Adventures of 
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Tom Sawyer. 

 

The book is noted for its colorful description of people and places along the Mississippi River. 

Set in a Southern antebellum society that had ceased to exist about twenty years before the work was 

published,  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is an often scathing satire on entrenched attitudes, 

particularly racism. 

 

Perennially popular with readers, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has also been the 

continued object of study by literary critics since its publication. It was criticized upon release because 

of its coarse language and became even more controversial in the 20th century because of its perceived 

use of racial stereotypes and because of its frequent use of the racial slur "nigger", despite strong 

arguments that the protagonist, and the tenor of the book, is anti-racist.  

 

A Look At Dialect 
 

"You don't know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 

but that ain’t no matter. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the truth mainly. There 

was things he stretched, but mainly he told the truth." 

 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is noted for the use of dialect. Dialect is a way of speaking 

that is localized geographically.  It means that we all recognize that people in different parts of our 

country speak differently.  You wouldn’t imagine that three people, one from Tennessee, one from New 

York, and one from Minnesota would all have the same manner of speaking.  That is what dialect is all 

about, differentiating and characterizing someone based on their unique geography.  Many students have 

difficulty understanding Jim in the first few chapters, but reading outloud, helps you to better understand 

the dialect of Jim’s character. 

  

Characteristics of dialect are: 

● sound (pronunciation): cot/caught; cah/car  
● word formation: crick/creek  
● variations in syntax: on accident/by accident  
● word choices: soda/pop  
● figures of speech (idioms)  

 

Twain wrote in the late nineteenth century when literary dialects were the fashion of the times. 

Although he helped to create the dialectal mode of writing in American literature, he, at the same time, 

drew from his contemporaries who were following the same tradition. It is impossible to imagine 

Huckleberry Finn written in standard English. Twain’s writings were not made up of the dead language 

of the European past, but exuded the living colloquial speech of his day. This is what has made The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn a truly American novel. 

 

Irony and Satire in the Novel 

 

Satire is a technique that can be used effectively to draw the reader into a story and encourage 

him/her to identify with the social criticism that is being lodged against the time, place, and people 

represented in a novel. This book is often categorized as a satire because it uses Huck's perspective to 

poke fun of the society. An example of it is when Huck and Tom argue about the genie, Huck's 
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ignorance is actually much more logical and smart than Tom's "expertise". 

 

The satire that is established in the book causes us to reconsider what we know, or rather, what 

we think we know. When it comes to trust and who we should trust, Twain points out that we are foolish 

and naive by providing an instance of when judgment led to a debacle. The "king" and "duke" managed 

to deceive everyone, insisting that they were the brothers of a deceased Peter Wilkes. Mary Jane, who 

happened to be the niece of Mr. Wilkes, completely trusted the two frauds and was ultimately cheated 

out of the fortune that rightfully belonged to her. She took the king's word for truths over the doctor’s, 

who was a close family friend. Twain suggests that it is in our nature to be foolish, despite our insistence 

that we are not. Our judgment is clouded by the many emotions we experience, but even in those cases, 

we want to believe that what we are doing is the "right" approach. While it is easy to be deceived, we do 

not come to that realization until someone else comes along to warn or inform us. As a result, we often 

commit foolish mistakes, rendering us naive and perhaps even slightly implausible. As human beings, 

we like to believe that everything we know is morally and logically correct -- that is the ideal. 

Unfortunately, we are not in a position to claim that everything we do or believe is right. 

 

ASSIGNMNENT 1 

 

You will write 7 (seven) journal responses that span the entire novel (following chapters 1-6, 7-12, 

13-18, 19-24, 25-31, 32-38, and 39-43). Each entry must be a minimum of 1 page or longer 

excluding step 1. For each entry, make sure that you include your responses to each of the 

following.  A response of “I don’t know” or “I don’t have a personal connection/question/etc.” is 

not acceptable. 

  
1. IMPORTANT QUOTE (Specificity, accuracy):  Write out the passage and the page number. 

Don’t forget to put quotation marks around your excerpt! 
 

2. CONTEXT (Plausibility, clarity):  Describe the context in which the quotation appears. What 

is going on when this quote arises? Who is speaking? Who is listening? 
 

3. SIGNIFICANCE:   What is the importance of the quote? Is the quote significant because it 

foreshadows an upcoming event? Is it giving insight into character? Is it validating an earlier 

quote or event? Does it parallel an important thematic or structural element in the piece? What 

issues are addressed? 
 

4. INFERENCE (Relevance, precision):  What inferences can you make at this point based on 

this quotation? 
 

5. PERSONAL CONNECTION (Breadth, depth, relevance):  In what way do you have or feel a 

personal connection to this quotation? How is it applicable to your life? What implications does 

it have in connection with your sense of your own identity?  
 

6. QUESTIONS (Logic):  What question(s) do you have that spring from this quotation or your 

reading the novel at this point? Write any other question(s) that you would like to pose to your 

peers and/or teacher (when you return to school)? 
 



Each entry has a value of 30 points. 

 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT 2 

 

Write an organized essay of at least 3 pages in response to the following question.  You are to word 

process your response setting your paper up in MLA format, using 11 point Times New Roman 

font.  Your paper is to be double-spaced and must use the novel, as well as outside sources, to help 

support your response.  Your essay is to be submitted through Google Classroom 

 

In many works of literature, a physical journey - the literal movement from one place to another - plays 

a central role. In The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, how is Huck and Jim’s river journey significant, 

and how does it contribute to the meaning of the work as a whole? You should go beyond mere plot 

summary and reference specific parts of the text, incorporating well-chosen quotes and examples to help 

prove your thesis and reasons. Possible things to consider include mood, tone, point of view, structure, 

selection of detail, diction (word choice), figurative language, theme, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Town 

By Thornton Wilder  
 

Biographic Information 

 

Wilder was born in Madison, Wisconsin, the son of Amos Parker Wilder, a newspaper editor and 

U.S. diplomat, and Isabella Niven Wilder. All of the Wilder children spent part of their childhood in 

China. His older brother, Amos Niven Wilder, was Hollis Professor of Divinity at the Harvard Divinity 

School, a noted poet, and foundational to the development of the field of theopoetics. His sister, Isabel, 

was an accomplished writer. Both of his other sisters, Charlotte Wilder, a poet, and Janet Wilder Dakin, 

a zoologist, attended Mount Holyoke College. 



Wilder began writing plays while at The Thacher School in Ojai, California, where he did not fit 

in and was teased by classmates as overly intellectual. According to a classmate, "We left him alone, 

just left him alone. And he would retire at the library, his hideaway, learning to distance himself from 

humiliation and indifference." His family lived for a time in China, where his sister Janet was born in 

1910. He attended the English China Inland Mission Chefoo School at Yantai but returned with his 

mother and siblings to California in 1912 because of the unstable political conditions in China at the 

time.[2] Thornton also attended Creekside Middle School in Berkeley, and graduated from Berkeley 

High School in 1915. 

After having served a three-month enlistment in the Army's Coast Artillery Corps at Fort Adams, Rhode 

Island, in World War I (rising to the rank of corporal), he attended Oberlin College before earning his 

Bachelor of Arts degree at Yale University in 1920, where he refined his writing skills as a member of 

the Alpha Delta Phi fraternity, a literary society. He earned his Master of Arts degree in French 

from Princeton University in 1926. 

After graduating, Wilder studied in Rome, Italy, and then taught French at the Lawrenceville 

School in Lawrenceville, New Jersey. In 1926 Wilder's first novel, The Cabala, was published. In 

1927, The Bridge of San Luis Rey brought him commercial success and his first Pulitzer Prize in 

1928.[3] He resigned from the Lawrenceville School in 1928. From 1930 to 1937 he taught at 

the University of Chicago, during which time he published his translation of André Obey's own 

adaptation of the tale, "Le Viol de Lucrece" (1931) under the title "Lucrece" (Longmans Green, 

1933).[4] In 1938 he won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama for his play Our Town, and he won the prize again 

in 1943 for his play The Skin of Our Teeth. 

 

Story Background 

Our Town is a 1938 three-act play by American playwright Thornton Wilder. It tells the story of 

the fictional American small town of Grover's Corners between 1901 and 1913 through the everyday 

lives of its citizens. 

Throughout Wilder uses metatheatrical devices setting the play (meaning he has actors pretend 

that there is a set and incorporates a stage manager to remind the audience that they are watching a play) 

in the actual theatre where it is being performed. The main character is the stage manager of the theatre 

who directly addresses the audience, brings in guests lecturers, fields questions from the audience, and 

fills in playing some of the roles. The play is performed without a set on a mostly-bare stage. With a few 

exceptions, the actors mime actions without the use of props. 

Our Town was first performed at McCarter Theatre in Princeton, New Jersey in 1938.[1] It later 

went on to success on Broadway and won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. It remains popular today and 

revivals are frequent. 

 Wilder was dissatisfied with the theatre of his time: "I felt that something had gone wrong....I 

began to feel that the theatre was not only inadequate, it was evasive." His response was to use 

a metatheatrical style. Our Town's narrator, the Stage Manager, is completely aware of his relationship 

with the audience, leaving him free to break the fourth wall and address them directly. According to the 

script, the play is to be performed with little scenery, no set and minimal props. The characters mime the 

objects with which they interact. Their surroundings are created only with chairs, tables, staircases, and 

ladders. For example, the scene in which Emily helps George with his evening homework, conversing 

through upstairs windows, is performed with the two actors standing atop separate ladders to represent 
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their neighboring houses. Wilder once said: "Our claim, our hope, our despair are in the mind – not in 

things, not in 'scenery.'” 

Wilder called Our Town his favorite out of all his works, but complained that it was rarely done 

right, insisting that it "should be performed without sentimentality or ponderousness--simply, dryly, and 

sincerely." 

 

Assignment 1:  DIALECTICAL JOURNALS  

 

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation  

involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the 

texts we read during this course. The process is meant to help you develop a better understanding of the 

texts we read. Use your journal to incorporate your personal responses to the texts, your ideas about the 

themes we cover and our class discussions. 

 

You must quote at least 9 passages from throughout the play, three passages from each act.  Make sure 

to identify the page, Act and Scene number (if available) for each. 

  

PROCEDURE:  

1. As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column on 

the chart (ALWAYS include page numbers).  A sample is provided below. 

2. In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and 

comments on each passage)  

3. You must label your responses using the following codes:  

(Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear  

(C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text  

(P) Predict – anticipate what will occur based on what’s in the passage  

(CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction  

(R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense – not just to the 

characters in the story/author of the article. What conclusions can you draw about the 

world, about human nature, or just the way things work?  

(E) Evaluate - make a judgment about what the author is trying to say  

 

CHOOSING PASSAGES FROM THE TEXT:  

 

Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling. For example, you might 

record:  

  

Effective &/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices (Similes, Metaphors, 

Personification, Onomatopoea, etc.) 

Passages that remind you of your own life or something you’ve seen before  

Structural shifts or turns in the plot  

A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before  

Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs.  

Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary  

Events you find surprising or confusing  

Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting  



  

RESPONDING TO THE TEXT:  

 

You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important thing to remember is that your 

observations should be specific and detailed. You can write as much as you want for each entry. You 

will submit your responses as Google docs.  

  

Basic Responses:  

 

Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text  

Give your personal reactions to the passage  

Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s)  

Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences  

Write about what it makes you think or feel  

Agree or disagree with a character or the author  

  

Sample Sentence Starters:  

 

I really don’t understand this because…  

I really dislike/like this idea because…  

I think the author is trying to say that…  

This passage reminds me of a time in my life when…  

If I were (name of character) at this point I would…  

This part doesn’t make sense because…  

This character reminds me of (name of person) because…  

  

Higher Level Responses:  

 

Analyze the text for use of literary devices (tone, structure, style, imagery)  

Make connections between different characters or events in the text  

Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc…) 

Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s)  

Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character  

Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole 

 

Sample Dialectical Journal entry: From Noises Off by Michael Frayn  

  

 

Passage Act/Scene My Response 
1. "If we can just get through 

the play once tonight - for doors 

and sardines. That's what it's all 

about, doors and sardines. 

Getting on, getting off. Getting 

the sardines on, getting the 

sardines off. That's farce. That's 

Act 1 - no scene number 

available.  

 

(E) I think that the author is 

trying to show that the director 

here knows that the play they 

are rehearsing is silly, but he is 

trying to make it seem more 

important than it really is.  It’s 

meant to be funny because it’s 



- that's the theatre. That's life.”  

 

such an overdone explanation 

of a pretty simple play concept - 

that the actors just need to get 

their props on an off on time. 

 

2. "Lloyd, let me just say one 

thing, since we've stopped. I've 

worked with a lotta directors, 

Lloyd. Some of them were 

geniuses, some of them were 

bastards. But I've never met one 

who was so totally and 

absolutely... I don't know."  

 

Act 1 - no scene number 

available 

 

(C) I know people like this.  

They think they’re saying 

something to you and you never 

actually get a point out of 

them.(P) This guy is probably 

going to cause problems for 

them in the future because he 

doesn’t know how to 

communicate. (Q) What do you 

think he really wants the 

director to know? 

 

 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT 2 

 

Write an organized essay of at least 3 pages in response to the following question.  You are to word 

process your response setting your paper up in MLA format, using 12 point Times New Roman 

font.  Your paper is to be double-spaced and must use the novel, as well as outside sources, to help 

support your response.  Your essay is to be submitted through Google Classroom 
  

Explain why Emily is unhappy when she tries to relive part of her life after she dies. How does her 

reaction to that experience help to show what the point of the play has been (considering that most of the 

play to this point has just been showing normal, average, everyday small-town life)?  Defend your 

answer. You should go beyond mere plot summary and reference specific parts of the text, incorporating 

well-chosen quotes and examples to help prove your thesis and reasons. Possible things to consider 

include mood, tone, point of view, structure, selection of detail, diction (word choice), figurative 

language, theme, and foreshadowing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carrie 

By Stephen King 

 

Biographic Information:  

Stephen Edwin King (born September 21, 1947) is an American author of horror, supernatural fiction, 

suspense, science fiction, and fantasy. His books have sold more than 350 million copies, many of which 

have been adapted into feature films, miniseries, television shows, and comic books. King has published 

54 novels, including seven under the pen name Richard Bachman, and six non-fiction books. He has 

written nearly 200 short stories, most of which have been collected in book collections. Many of his 

stories are set in his home state of Maine. His novella Rita Hayworth and Shawshank Redemption was 

the basis for the movie The Shawshank Redemption which is widely regarded as one of the greatest films 

of all time. 

King has received Bram Stoker Awards, World Fantasy Awards, and British Fantasy Society Awards. 

His novella The Way Station (1980) was a Nebula Award novelette nominee.  In 2003, the National 

Book Foundation awarded him the Medal for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters. His short 



story "The Man in the Black Suit" (1994) received the O. Henry Award. He has also received awards for 

his contribution to literature for his entire oeuvre, such as the World Fantasy Award for Life 

Achievement (2004), the Canadian Booksellers Association Lifetime Achievement Award (2007), and 

the Grand Master Award from the Mystery Writers of America (2007). In 2015, King was awarded with 

a National Medal of Arts from the United States National Endowment for the Arts for his contributions 

to literature. 

King was born September 21, 1947, in Portland, Maine. When Stephen King was two years old, his 

father left the family under the pretense of "going to buy a pack of cigarettes", leaving his mother to 

raise Stephen and his older brother, David, by herself, sometimes under great financial strain. When 

King was 11, the family moved to Durham, Maine, where his mother cared for her parents until their 

deaths. She then became a caregiver in a local residential facility for the mentally challenged.  King was 

raised Methodist and remains religious as an adult. As a child, King apparently witnessed one of his 

friends being struck and killed by a train, though he has no memory of the event. His family told him 

that after leaving home to play with the boy, King returned, speechless and seemingly in shock. Only 

later did the family learn of the friend's death. Some commentators have suggested that this event may 

have psychologically inspired some of King's darker works, but King makes no mention of it in his 

memoir On Writing (2000). 

King related in detail his primary inspiration for writing horror fiction in his non-fiction Danse Macabre 

(1981), in a chapter titled "An Annoying Autobiographical Pause". King compares his uncle's 

successfully dowsing for water using the bough of an apple branch with the sudden realization of what 

he wanted to do for a living. That inspiration occurred while browsing through an attic with his elder 

brother, when King uncovered a paperback version of an H. P. Lovecraft collection of short stories he 

remembers as The Lurker in the Shadows, that had belonged to his father. King told Barnes & Noble 

Studios during a 2009 interview, "I knew that I'd found home when I read that book."[16] 

King displayed an early interest in horror as an avid reader of EC's horror comics, including Tales from 

the Crypt (he later paid tribute to the comics in his screenplay for Creepshow). He began writing for fun 

while still in school, contributing articles to Dave's Rag, the newspaper his brother published with a 

mimeograph machine, and later began selling to his friends stories based on movies he had seen (though 

when discovered by his teachers, he was forced to return the profits). The first of his stories to be 

independently published was "I Was a Teenage Grave Robber"; it was serialized over four issues (three 

published and one unpublished) of a fanzine, Comics Review, in 1965. That story was published the 

following year in a revised form as "In a Half-World of Terror" in another fanzine, Stories of Suspense, 

edited by Marv Wolfman. As a teen, King also won a Scholastic Art and Writing Award. From 1966, 

King studied at the University of Maine, graduating in 1970 with a Bachelor of Arts in English. That 

year, his daughter Naomi Rachel was born. He wrote a column, Steve King's Garbage Truck, for the 

student newspaper, The Maine Campus and participated in a writing workshop organized by Burton 

Hatlen. King held a variety of jobs to pay for his studies, including janitor, gas pump attendant, and 

worker at an industrial laundry. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_King#cite_note-16


  

Plot Background:  

 

Carrie is a novel by American author Stephen King. It was his first published novel, released on April 5, 

1974, with an approximate first print-run of 30,000 copies. Set primarily in the then-future year of 1979, 

it revolves around the eponymous Carrie White, a misfit and bullied high school girl who uses her newly 

discovered telekinetic powers to exact revenge on those who torment her, while in the process causing 

one of the worst local disasters in American history. King has commented that he finds the work to be 

"raw" and "with a surprising power to hurt and horrify." It is one of the most frequently banned books in 

United States schools. Much of the book uses newspaper clippings, magazine articles, letters, and 

excerpts from books to tell how Carrie destroyed the fictional town of Chamberlain, Maine while 

exacting revenge on her sadistic classmates. 

The novel deals with several controversial topics such as violence, sex, abuse, bullying, and female 

coming-of-age.  It is also partially inspired by King’s own experiences as a high school English teacher 

and the abuse and bullying he would see in the halls on a daily basis. 

Several adaptations of Carrie have been released, including a 1976 feature film, a 1988 Broadway 

musical as well as a 2012 off-Broadway revival, a 1999 feature film sequel, a 2002 television film and a 

2013 feature film. 

The book is dedicated to King's wife Tabitha: "This is for Tabby, who got me into it – and then bailed 

me out of it." 

Assignment 1: A Digital News Clipping Scrapbook  

 

 For the first assignment of this novel, you will be creating a visual analytical project using 

Google Slides.  You will create five slides that feature one of the news or book excerpts from within the 

novel and then accompany it with a corresponding real-life news article or book excerpt that shows a 

real-life parallel to the book’s events.  You will also include on the slide an explanation as to why you 

chose the real-life event you did and how you connect the two.  Submit via Google Classroom. 

 

Example: 

 



  

 
 

Assignment 2: Essay  

 

Write an organized essay of at least 3 pages in response to the following question.  You are to word 

process your response setting your paper up in MLA format, using 12 point Times New Roman 

font.  Your paper is to be double-spaced and must use the novel, as well as outside sources, to help 

support your response.  Your essay is to be submitted through Google Classroom. 

 

Carrie has often been called mean-spirited and unrealistic in its handling of bullying and the 

repercussions that come from it.  Do you agree or disagree with this assessment?  Consider what is done 

to Carrie in the novel and what you see in your own lives at school.  Also, consider Carrie’s ultimate 

reaction to the bullying and whether or not she is justified or she loses credibility and sympathy as a 



character because of how she reacts. 


